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SHELTER is a wonderfully crafted exhibit that highlights the major issue of support and resettlement,         
facing far more displaced people in the world than most people in America realize. This immersive multimedia 
installation is fully self-contained, requiring very little from the host venue. All the display “Stations” have    
their own bases, built-in projectors, speakers and table mounts displaying Karrer’s many ceramic sculptural 
dwellings. SHELTER was incredibly popular at the Burchfield Penney Art Center, and we were extremely 
fortunate to premier this wonderful work. This show deserves to be seen by as many people as possible. 
 

John Malinowski  
Head of Production 
Burchfield Penney Art Center  
malinojb@buffalostate.edu  /  https://www.burchfieldpenney.org/ 
 
 
Artist Lisa Karrer and I worked together to create outreach programming during her installation of SHELTER   
at the Burchfield Penney Art Center. Our first event was a moderated discussion and Q+A with renowned 
Palestinian-American writer and activist Susan Abulhawa, moderated by Dr. Lorna Perez, associate professor  
of English at SUNY College at Buffalo. Dr. Perez specializes in ethnic literature, diaspora, and borderland 
theory, which led to a vibrant discussion centering on Susan’s recent novels. Our second event was a virtual 
“Roundtable” discussion, which brought together organizations that work directly with refugee and asylum 
seekers in various stages of resettlement. The discussion shined a light on a complex process, and showed how 
important community is to this process. The post Q+A provided an opportunity for public viewers to ask 
questions directly to the panel, and proved to be an engaging discussion. Lisa also partnered with Stitch Buffalo, 
a local organization that works with local refugee and immigrant women to create handcrafted goods and find 
economic empowerment. Participants created an embroidery patch that Lisa designed, using various applique 
and embroidery techniques. These programs sparked dialogue and interest from the community and amplified  
the messages and themes found in SHELTER.  
To watch these recorded programs please visit: https://vimeo.com/516370097   https://vimeo.com/537254450 
 
 

John Smigielski 
Public Programs Manager  
Burchfield Penney Art Center  
smigiejm@buffalostate.edu / https://www.burchfieldpenney.org/  
  
 
The International Institute of Buffalo has been a friend to immigrants and refugees for over a century.    
During those hundred years it has always been a pleasure to meet friendly faces from all sorts of places.         
One such friendly face was that of the artist Lisa Karrer. Lisa approached our organization needing help with   
her SHELTER project, highlighting the plight of local refugees. We were able to use the language skills of our 
local interpreters to transcribe audio interviews Lisa recorded, to pair with the video and ceramic elements of   
her installation. The marriage of our two types of work proved to be very successful and a perfect fit. It was 
wonderful to get to know Lisa and support the work she was doing, while she in turn supported the work we do 
here at International Institute of Buffalo. 
 

Jennifer Ulrich (she/her) 
Lead Coordinator of Interpreting & Translation 
International Institute of Buffalo  
julrich@iibuff.org / www.iibuffalo.org 
 
 
 



 
Lisa Karrer first came to our Priscilla Project program to donate her time and skills to our prenatal refugee 
clients by doing musical workshops. When Lisa approached us to assist with the SHELTER project, we     
trusted her work and we were happy to participate. Lisa spent countless hours in interviews and took time to 
ensure proper interpretation was used to fully capture these stories. The timing of SHELTER was crucial for 
communities to learn stories from the Western New York refugee community, and I'm excited for the future      
of this project. 
 

Sondra Dawes 
Director of Program Operations 
Jericho Road Community Health Center  
sondra.dawes@jrchc.org / www.jrchc.org  
  
 
SHELTER is a multi-sensorial installation that examines the concept of shelter from the viewpoint of the  
refugee experience. Lisa took great care in collaborating with local organizations in our community, connecting 
with refugees to learn about and record their stories. Coupled with Lisa’s ceramic shelters, these audio narratives 
allowed visitors to participate in a refugee’s story, to find common humanity and reflect on human rights. I took 
a group of Buffalo Public School high school seniors to see SHELTER. Half of the young women in the group 
were refugees and spent a long time in the exhibit because they understood the languages, and empathized with 
the stories. During SHELTER’s development phase, I had the opportunity to share my network to support the 
project. I connected Lisa with technical assistance from Buffalo State Theatre Department, and an alumna of the 
theatre program became a production assistant. Representing The Anne Frank Project, I also sat on a ZOOM 
panel with other local organizations, hosted by the Burchfield Penney Art Center, to discuss how we all work 
together to make a welcoming and helpful environment for newcomers in Buffalo. Collaborating with Lisa was  
a wonderful experience. Speaking as a theatre artist, educator, and community organizer, I appreciate the level  
of respect that went into curating our newest community members’ amazing stories. 
 

Eve Everette  
Assistant Director 
The Anne Frank Project  
everetec@buffalostate.edu / http://www.annefrankproject.com/  
 
 
Stitch Buffalo was very pleased to collaborate with artist Lisa Karrer on a hands-on workshop linked to her 
SHELTER installation at the Burchfield Penney Art Center. Lisa invited Stitch to be one of several virtual 
outreach programs designed to dovetail with her timely exhibit. We created felt appliqué kits for all program 
participants, based on a patch Lisa designed featuring a ceramic shelter from her show, and I taught the two-hour 
workshop. Lisa also invited members of Stitch Buffalo’s refugee community to create a “limited edition” of 
these SHELTER patches. Each member received an honorarium for their participation, and the patches were then 
donated to Burchfield Penney’s museum shop for sale to the public. Lisa’s SHELTER exhibit actively involved 
the local refugee community on many levels. It was a pleasure to be part of her project.  
 

Dawne Hoeg  
Founder and Executive Director, Stitch Buffalo 
dawnehoeg@gmail.com / https://www.stitchbuffalo.org/  
 
 
Thank you so much for the SHELTER installation at the Burchfield Penney Art Center. We were thrilled to 
connect SUNY Buffalo College students with the artwork and the artists, to contribute to their learning 
experience. This installation really spoke to one student in particular, who was inspired to research the cultures 
of some people who are new to the United States. He then created exciting costume designs based on his 
emotional response to SHELTER and his research. An added bonus was the lasting connection all of our students 
made with BPAC and the collaborating artists. 
 

Ann R. Emo  
Chair and Professor, Theatre Department  
SUNY Buffalo State College 
emoar@buffalostate.edu / https://theater.buffalostate.edu/faculty/ann-r-emo 


